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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 



ly^lA A hub document preparation method for preparing 

* \ \ 

2 a hub document which describes entity declarations for 

3 referring to entities of a plurality of structured 

4 documents individually corresponding to a plurality 

5 of nonVstructured documents in order to prepare a 

6 single nub document format structured document from 

7 the plurality of non-structured documents, comprising 

8 the steps\of : 

9 settiVg in advance an original document storage 

10 area for staring the non-structured documents and a 

11 structured document storage area for storing 

12 structured documents obtained by conversion of the 

13 non-structured (documents; 

14 storing, each time one of the plurality of 

15 non-structured doauments to be included in the hub 

16 document format structured document is prepared or 

17 edited, the non-strucYured document into the original 

18 document storage area;\ 

19 converting the nonVstructured documents stored 

20 in the original document storage area into structured 

21 documents and storing the Structured documents into 

22 the structured document storage area; 

23 acquiring document names of the plurality of 

24 structured documents stored in tn^e structured document 

25 storage area and preparing entiVy declarations for 
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26 referring tcuentities of the structured documents; and 

27 preparing the hub document based on the entity 

28 declarations regarding the structured documents. 

1 2 . A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 1, wherein\ in addition to the original document 

\ 

3 storage area and fthe structured document storage area, 

4 an attachment file\storage area for storing attachment 

5 files attached to\the non-structured documents and 

6 entity declarat ions\r egarding the attachment files is 

7 set in advance, andA upon preparation or editing of 

8 any of the plurality\of structured documents to be 

9 included in the hub\ document format structured 

10 document, if an attachment file is attached to the 

11 non-structured document^then the attachment file is 

12 stored into the attachment file storage area and an 

13 entity declaration for referring to an entity of the 

14 attachment file is prepared and stored into the 

15 attachment file storage area, and then the entity 

16 declarations regarding the attachment files stored in 

17 the attachment file storage aria are extracted and the 

18 hub document is prepared based on the entity 

19 declarations regarding the attachment files and the 

20 entity declarations regarding^ the structured 

21 documents. \ 

1 3. A hub document preparation methCDd as claimed in 
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2 claim 1, whenein, in addition to the original document 

3 storage area and the structured document storage area, 

4 an attachment Vile storage area for storing attachment 

5 files attached\to the non-structured documents and an 

6 entity declaration storage area for storing entity 

7 declarations regarding the attachment files are set 

8 in advance, andA upon preparation or editing of any 

9 of the plurality\of non-structured documents to be 

10 included in the \ hub document format structured 

11 document, if an attachment file is attached to the 

12 non-structured document, then the attachment file is 

13 stored into the attachment file storage area and an 

14 entity declaration fo\r referring to an entity of the 

15 attachment file is prepared and stored into the 

16 attachment file storage area, and then the entity 

17 declarations regarding the attachment files stored in 

18 the entity declaration storage areas are extracted and 

19 the hub document is prep\red based on the entity 

20 declarations regarding the attachment files and the 

21 entity declarations regarding the structured 

22 documents. \ 

1 4 . A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 1, wherein the entity declarations of the 

3 structured documents have file namesVsame as file names 

4 of the original non-structured documents individually 

5 corresponding to the structured documents. 
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\ 
\ 

1 5. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 2, wherein the entity declarations of the 

3 structured documents have file names same as file names 

4 of the original non-structured documents individually 

5 corresponding! to the structured documents. 

i 

1 6. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 3, wherein the entity declarations of the 

3 structured documents have file names same as file names 

4 of the original non-structured documents individually 

5 corresponding to the structured documents. 

1 7. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 1, wherein the entity declarations regarding the 

3 attachment files stored in the entity declaration 

4 storage area have file names same as file names of the 

5 non-structured documents to which the attachment files 

6 are attached. 

1 8 . A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 2, wherein the entity declarations regarding the 

3 attachment files stored in the entity declaration 

4 storage area have file names same as file names of the 

5 non-structured documents to which the attachment files 

6 are attached. 



\ 
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1 9. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 3, wherein the entity declarations regarding the 

i 

3 attachment files stored in the entity declaration 

4 storage area have file names same as file names of the 

5 non-structured documents to which the attachment files 

6 are attached. 

1 10. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 4, wherein the entity declarations regarding the 

3 attachment files stored in the entity declaration 

4 storage area have file names same as file names of the 

5 non-structured documents to which the attachment files 

6 are attached. \ 

1 11. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 5, wherein the entity declarations regarding the 

3 attachment files stored in the entity declaration 

4 storage area have file names same as file names of the 

5 non-structured documents to which the attachment files 

6 are attached. 

1 12. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 6, wherein the entity declarations regarding the 

3 attachment files stored in the entity declaration 

4 storage area have file names same as file names of the 

5 non-structured documents to which the attachment files 

6 are attached. 
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1 13. A hub dopument preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 1, wherein the attachment files are graphic files 

i 

3 each of which \ includes graphic information. 

1 14. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 2, wherein the attachment files are graphic files 

3 each of which includes graphic information. 

1 15. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 3, wherein trie attachment files are graphic files 

3 each of which includes graphic information. 

1 16. A hub document \preparation method as claimed in 

\ 

2 claim 4, wherein the attachment files are graphic files 

3 each of which included graphic information. 

1 17. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 5, wherein the attachment files are graphic files 

\ 

3 each of which includes gVraphic information. 

1 18. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 6, wherein the attachment files are graphic files 

3 each of which includes graphic information. 

V 

1 19. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 7 , wherein the attachment files are graphic files 

\ 
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3 each of which includes graphic information. 

1 20. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 8, wherein the attachment files are graphic files 

3 each of which includes graphic information. 

i 

\ 

1 21. A hub! document preparation method as claimed in 

\ 

2 claim 9, wherein the attachment files are graphic files 

3 each of whi\ch includes graphic information. 

1 22 . A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 10, wherein the attachment files are graphic 

\ 

3 files each of\ which includes graphic information. 

1 23. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 11, wherein the attachment files are graphic 

3 files each of which includes graphic information. 

1 24. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 12, wherein \the attachment files are graphic 

3 files each of which\ includes graphic information. 

1 25. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 1, wherein the structured documents are Standard 

3 Generalized Markup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined by >a Document Type Definition. 
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1 26. A hub idocument preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 2, whelrein the structured documents are Standard 

3 GeneralizediMarkup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined by a Document Type Definition. 

\ 

\ 

1 27. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 3, wherein the structured documents are Standard 

3 Generalized Markup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined by a Document Type Definition. 

1 28. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 4, wherein the structured documents are Standard 

3 Generalized Markup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined by a Document Type Definition. 

1 29. A hub document\ preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 5, wherein the structured documents are Standard 

3 Generalized Markup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined ]\y a Document Type Definition. 

1 30. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 6, wherein the structured documents are Standard 

3 Generalized Markup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined by a document Type Definition. 

1 31. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 7, wherein the structured documents are Standard 
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3 Generalized tMarkup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined by a Document Type Definition. 

1 32. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 8, whereAi the structured documents are Standard 

\ 

3 Generalized Markup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined by a Document Type Definition. 

1 33. A hub documeAt preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 9, wherein the\s true tured documents are Standard 

3 Generalized Markup Language documents whose document 

4 structure is defined^sy a Document Type Definition. 

1 34. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 10, wherein the\ structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

1 35. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 11, wherein the structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. 

1 36. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 12, wherein the structured documents are 
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3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

1 37. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 13, wheVein the structured documents are 

\ 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

1 38. A hub document\ preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 14, wherein Ythe structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is\ defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

1 39. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 15, wherein the structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Mar kupVanguage documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

1 40. A hub document prepar ation\me thod as claimed in 

2 claim 16, wherein the structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by\ a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 
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1 41. ^hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 17, wherein the structured documents are 

\ 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document \ structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. 

\ 

1 42. A hub^iocument preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 18, wherein the structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

1 43. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 19, wherein the structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure! is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

1 44. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 20, wherein the^ structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 • Definition. • \ 

1 45. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 21, wherein the structured documents are 



# 
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3 Standard^ Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document ■ structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Def initiin. 

\ 

1 46. A hu^ document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 22, \ wherein the structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

\ 

1 47. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 23, wherein the structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure, is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 

1 48. A hub document preparation method as claimed in 

2 claim 24, wherein the structured documents are 

3 Standard Generalized Markup Language documents whose 

4 document structure is defined by a Document Type 

5 Definition. \ 



